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1982...ALC now employing five staff — including Tony Greaves, Maggie Clay, David Vasmer and Jeremy Shaw.
Andrew Stunell also working as an ad-hoc advisor to groups. Annual income now £48,500...
1983...Liberal/SDP Alliance councillors number over 2100 — over 1000 more than in 1977. Six councils under
Alliance control with balance of power on 20 more. ALC conference passes “The Worthing Declaration” — an
official statement of policy and strategy... 1 988...ALC briefings include NHS cuts, Freedom of Information and
VAT on fish & chips... 1983..Creation of Hebden Royd Publications Ltd which takes over the publication of
Liberal Party materials. 1985 Local Gov (Access to Information) Act introduced after a number of (liberal) court
cases. Maggie Clay takes over from Tony Greaves as Organising Secretary/Political Secretary... 1 986...The first
development of integrated campaigning with “Parliamentary Mailing” being produced by the Whips Office and
sent out by ALC... 1987...General Election, start of the “difficult” merger.
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1988...Merger problems continue though ALC/ASDC acheive pain-free merger. Maggie Clay leaves the
now renamed ASLDC — replaced by Bill le Breton and then Andrew Stunell as head of the organisation. ALC
publishes “Winning Local Elections” by Chris Rennard at Blackpool special assembly... 1989..People First
campaign. “Saving the party” County Council elections... 1989..local Government Act introduces major
changes for smaller groups on committee proportionality... 1990.Poll Tax elections year. Party’s first
integrated environment campaigns...




%" -6;’*

o~

1991...First gains in local elections since Merger — the party now has over 3600 councillors and overall
control of 25 councils... 1992... ALDC rallies party after disappointment of the 1992 general election...
1993...GoldMine relaunched to reflect increasing links between Parliamentary and local campaigning...
1994...First of three Tory wipeout years, bringing a large increase in number of Lib Dem councillors.
1998...Record number of councillors elected. ALDC membership reaches over 3000... 1996...Artwork
pack for local elections produced in electronic format (Pagemaker 4). Grassroots Campaigner introduced as
ALDC’s flagship members mailing... 1997 ..Blair landslide, three current (Andrew Stunell, Paul Burstow,
Jackie Ballard) and one former (Adrian Sanders) members of ALDC of staff elected as MPs... Howard Sykes

takes over as Chief Executive...
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1998...First weekend long Kickstart training event... 1999..New campaign guide, “Winning Elections”
produced. Distributed to all campaign teams to prepare for 1999 elections. First ALDC website launched...
2000...Major changes to local government law. New Local Government Act introduces elected Mayors and
Council Cabinets... 2001 ..New Code of Conduct comes into effect for local government... 2002...Serious
allegations of postal voting fraud arise at local elections... 2003...ALDC issues detailed advice on tackling the

rising BNP... 2008...Major changes to local election law with all postal elections in four regions...
2005...Kickstart expanded to three events, one weekend and two one-day events... 2006..Party now has
4,700 councillors with majority control of 35 councils... Tim Pickstone takes over as Chief Executive...
GoldMine available online... 2007 .uFirst mainland UK local elections by STV in Scotland...



